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C aptain Ronald C. Pickup, U. S. Coast Guard (Ret.) was born in Providence,
Rhode Island on October 7, 1936, to Chester and Agnes (Josephson) Pickup. He
graduated from Robert E. Fitch High School, Groton, Connecticut in June 1954. He
was attending Mitchell Junior College in New London, Connecticut when he won an
appointment to the Coast Guard Academy in New London. He graduated in June
1960 and was awarded a bachelor’s degree in engineering and was commissioned
ENSIGN, U. S. Coast Guard.

In 1960, Ronald was married to the former Ann (Garland) Pickup, and had three children, Lisa,

Scott, and Karen.

His first assignment after graduation was on board the Cutter Barataria, homeported in Portland,
Maine. Followed by tours of duty at the Coast Guard LORAN Station in Pusan, Korea, the Marine
Inspection Office in Los Angeles/Long Beach California, and back to sea aboard the Coast Guard
Cutter Winnebago in Honolulu, Hawaii. The vessel was deployed to the far East and served ten

months in the Viet Nam conflict.

From 1969 to 1973 he was assigned to the Marine Safety Office, Cleveland, Ohio, the last two years
in the capacity as Executive Officer. From 1973 to 1977 he was assigned to the Merchant Vessel
Inspection Division, Office of Marine Safety in Washington, DC. He returned to Cleveland and
served one year as the Chief of the Environmental Protection Branch, Marine Safety Division, in
the Office of the Commander Ninth Coast Guard District. In 1978 to 1981, he was assigned to the
Marine Safety Office, Cleveland. Ohio as Commanding Officer.

He returned to Washington, DC during the summer of 1981 and was assigned to the Office of
Merchant Marine Safety and appointed Chief of the Traveling Inspection Staff in May of 1984. He
held that position until reporting to Baltimore, MD Marine Safety Office as Commanding Officer
in 1985. He retired from the Coast Guard in 1987 and began a new career in Real Estate for 20
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years. He also served as a part-time Inspector for the Panama Bureau of Shipping. His passions
included family, friends, sports, golfing, and boating.

Captain Pickup was a devoted husband to Audrey for 42 years, and stepfather to her sons,
Richard, and Todd.

He was predeceased by his parents Chester and Agnes and his brother Wayne Pickup of Burnt
Hills, NY.

He is survived by his wife Audrey Pickup of Fenwick Island, DE, children, and stepchildren: Scott
Pickup (Leslie) of Monroe, CT, Lisa Manz of Strongsville, OH, and Karen Lawler (Mike) of Avon,
OH, Richard Wawrzeniak (Jennifer) of Salisbury, MD, and Todd Wawrzeniak (Shannon) of
Easton, MD. and eleven grandchildren: Brian W. Pickup, Sarah A. Pickup, Jeffrey T. Pickup, Robin
E. Manz, Jacob M. Lawler, Kelsey A. Lawler, Mason T. Lawler, Gavin M. Wawrzeniak, Cameron ].
Wawrzeniak, Mason A. Wawrzeniak and Hayden C. Wawrzeniak. He also leaves behind his two
brothers-in-law, Henry E. (Jamie) Wetmore of Middleburg Hts., OH and William C. Wetmore of
Middleburg Hts., OH and dear cousins, nieces, and nephews.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to the John H. Burbage Cancer Center, 9707 Healthway
Drive 21811 or the Doric Lodge #30, 35476 Atlantic Avenue, Millville, DE 19967, or Compassionate
Care Hospice, 416 Williams Street, Suite 101, Milford, DE. 19963.

A funeral service will be held on Thursday, January 11, 2024, at Parsell Funeral Homes and
Crematorium, Clarksville Chapel, Ocean View, DE 19970, where Masonic Services will begin at
12:00 PM, with visitation an hour prior. Chapel Commiittal service with military honors will
follow at Delaware Veterans Memorial Cemetery, 26669 Patriots Way, Millsboro, DE 19966.

The family would like to invite all to join them in gathering at Doyle’s Restaurant, 38218 DuPont
Blvd., Selbyville, DE 19975 immediately following Veteran’s Cemetery.

Please sign the virtual guestbook located on the tribute page.

FLORIST NOTE: PLEASE DELIVER ALL ARRANGEMENTS BY 3:00 PM ON WEDNESDAY,
JANUARY 10, 2024, TO OUR OCEAN VIEW LOCATION.
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Tim Healey posted:

I had the privilege of serving under Ron at MSO Baltimore. He was a positive, supportive and
pragmatic leader who motivated us by his actions and well-informed decisions. One of my best
memories from my 20 year Coast Guard career. | cherish his memory.Tim Healey West Hartford,
CT

February 14 at12:13 PM

Marty Moynihan posted:

Godspeed to a USCGA Class of 1960 Classmate !! Cynthia and | send our prayers and sincerest
sympathy to you and your family.Marty Moynihan

January 10 at 516 PM

Irene Johnson posted:

o
@
O

Dear Audrey and family, may Ron's memory live foreverin your hearts. Your friends and neighbors
Irene and Richard Johnson.

January 10 at 2:18 PM

Anonymous sent an Ocean Breeze Spray to the Pickup family.

January 10 at 4:39 AM

Rodney,Donna & North Arundel Contractplanted a Memorial Tree in honor of
Ronald.

January 9 at11:28 AM

Anonymous sent an Emerald Garden Basket to the Pickup family.

January 9 at11:28 AM
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Anonymous sent a Beautiful in Blue to the Pickup family.

January 9 at 5:27 AM

Evelyn Adzema posted:

Dear Audrey and Family: Ron left a lasting impact on those who were fortunate enough to know
him. In this time of grief, let us not mourn his loss but instead celebrate the incredible life he lived.
May he RestIn Peace. Ourdeepest sympathies Love from your Ohio friends Greg, Evelyn and
Russ

January 8 at 5:08 PM

Anonymous sent a Sweetest Sunrise Bouquet to the Pickup family.

January 8 at10:42 AM

Gerard Barton posted:

Audrey, Kay and lour so sorry for your loss. Let's rememberthe good times in Bowie. Love Buzz
and Kay Barton.

January 8 at 5:20 AM

@ Richard January 10 at 8:29 AM

To: AudreyFrom: Richard Beiter (CGA-1959} Ron relieved me as CO of Loran Station Pusan
(Korea) in April 1963. Knew Ron as a cadet and enjoyed his cooperation at that later time.
Condolences to you and familyt

Audrey Pickup January 8 at 6:08 PM
Would love to see you at the funeral if you can make it.

PAGE 8 OF 10



Tribute Wall Captain Ronald C. Pickup Ret.

OCT 7,1936 - JAN1,2024

Sharon Miles posted:

George and | are so sorry to hear of Ron,s passing. Our lives have become richer knowing Ron for
many years. As we knew him, he was a compassionate and caring person and certainly will be
missed. Audrey's support for Ron during his illness was remarkable and | hope she can remember
all of the good times. George &Sharon Miles

January 7 at1:37 PM

Anonymous sent an Ocean Breeze Spray to the Pickup family.

January 5 at 12:06 PM
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Memories only lastif you share them

Join us in honoring Ronald by contributing to a collection of shared memories.

Scan to Visit
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